
Baltimore Casino Local Development Council Meeting 
LDC Meeting Minutes: September 10, 2014 

6:30 PM Leadenhall Dept. of Planning, Baltimore, MD 
 
LDC Members:  
 
Present:  Senator Ferguson,  Rev. Gwynn, Bill Reuter, Keisha Allen, Sen. Ferguson, Del. Clippinger,  James 
Alston, Corwin Jones, Samuel Himmelrich, Eric Costello, Amy Mutch, Wayne Vance 
 
Absent:  Matt Tary, Chad Barnhill, Councilman Reisinger 
 
Quorum Present: Yes 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by the Chair, Senator Ferguson.   
 
Presentation of Preliminary FY ’16 Spending Plan 
 
Theo Ngongang, Asst. Director in the Dept. of Planning distributed a spreadsheet showing two tiers of 
proposed spending.  Tier 1 totals $10 million and Tier 2, $2.5 million.  By carrying over the amounts 
budgeted in FY ’15 as a starting point, most of the Tier 1 projected revenues would be allocated.  For Tier 
2, Mr. Ngongang proposed a list of discrete items that are being recommended for immediate action in 
the draft of the master plan.  This is because the casino has only been open for a few weeks and it is 
hard to know what the actual fund availability will be going forward. 
 
LDC members asked for baseline data on resources going into the area already so that they could make 
an informed recommendation about what should be spent in FY ’16.  The request was for a detailed 
accounting of spending to date. 
 
Planning responded that at the October 9th LDC meeting the relevant agencies will be presenting this 
information, and that tonight’s meeting is focused on potential new projects should the City receive 
more than $10 million in revenues. 
 
LDC members discussed and questioned the various proposed new projects such as the location of 
proposed tree planting or playground renovations.  The issue was also raised that the first rounds of 
expenditures should be in the immediate areas around the casino, and move out from there in future 
years.   Planning explained that the details would need to be discussed further, that, in preparing a draft, 
Planning wanted to get a sense of the LDC’s reaction to the list itself.   
 
After hearing the comments, the Chair proposed that, rather than add specific new projects as this point, 
that any revenue beyond the first Tier be divided between Complete Streets implementation once the 
study is done and funding the nonprofit “benefit district” that was approved in FY ’15 for initial 
assessment and start-up costs. 
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Issues Arising from the Casino Opening 
 
Very few incidents were reported by the LDC members.  It was reported that the SBNA area experienced 
some noise, some increased traffic, and a lack of traffic enforcement at the Hanover and Ostend Street 
intersection. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Bill Marker raised the issue that the Project Coordinator was hired by the Mayor’s Office rather than by 
the LDC. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
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