
Baltimore Casino Local Development Council Meeting 
LDC Meeting Minutes: September 9, 2013 

6:30 PM Leadenhall Baptist Church, Baltimore, MD 
 
LDC Members:  
 
Present:  Bill Reuter, Keisha Allen, Corwin Jones, Rev. Gwynn, Sen. Ferguson, Del. Clippinger, 
Nina Nescio, James Alston, Samuel Himmelrich, Eric Costello, Justin Wilde, Wayne Vance, 
STX, Chad Barnhill 
 
Absent: Senator Ferguson, Councilman Reisinger, Matt Tary 
 
Quorum Present: Yes 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Vice Chair, The Reverend Alvin Gwynn.  He expressed 
apologies from the Chair, Senator Ferguson, who was sick. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from April 25 and June 27 were approved as read. 
 
Update on the Horseshoe Casino 
Chad Barnhill noted that construction was moving ahead as scheduled.  He introduced Kanika 
Feaster, who has a contract with MOED (Mayor’s Office of Employment Development), funded 
by Caesars, to recruit employees for the casino.   
 
Ros Howard and Ms. Feaster provided the following update on employment: 

 
o MOED is working with its workforce partners to establish a means of contact to 

connect to the City’s One Stop career centers. 
o MOED is offering a workshop series, How to hit the Career Jackpot”, starting in 

October. 
o MOED representatives visited the Horseshoe casino in another jurisdiction to 

learn more about how the casino will operate in Baltimore. 
o MOED staff has also made presentations to several community groups. 
o Those who are interested can contact casino@OEdworks.com. 

 
Presentation on Participatory Budgeting 
Josh Lerner and students working with United Workers gave a brief presentation on the 
Participatory Budgeting process and answered questions.  United Workers in active in 600 cities, 
and has had success with the participatory budgeting processes in several of these locations. 
 
Justin Wilde commented that the Baltimore LDC is using a form of participatory budgeting to set 
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priorities.  Vice Chair Gwynn thanked Mr. Lerner and the students, and welcomed them to 
continue participating with the LDC. 
 
Long Range Master Planning Process 
Theo Ngongang, Asst. Director of the City’s Department of Planning, gave a brief PowerPoint 
presentation on the year-long planning process scheduled to begin on September 21st at Digital 
Harbor High School.  (Note: The presentation is available on the LDC website.)  He noted that 
he understands that the LDC is focused on the Year 1 spending priorities at present. In order to 
develop a multi-year spending plan for Year 2 and beyond, as required by State law, the 
Department of Planning is inviting input from a broad range of stakeholders at a series of 
monthly public meetings that will form the basis for spending plans for future years.  The LDC 
members were encouraged to participate and to get the word out to their member groups and 
others.  As the planning process moves forward, Planning will continue to coordinate with the 
leadership of the LDC and, as requested, with its subcommittees. As future spending plans are 
developed, they will be based on the continuing dialogue between the LDC and the City that will 
inform the master plan priorities over the coming years. 
 
LDC Year 1 Spending Priorities 
Though the LDC was scheduled to vote on its priorities for FY ’15 at this meeting, the Vice 
Chair commented that several members had requested more time to review the issues on the 
ballot.  Therefore, a separate voting meeting was scheduled for September 20th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Public Comments 
Bill Marker from Pigtown noted that, though his neighborhood is located within the casino 
master plan boundaries, Pigtown is working with neighborhoods north of Pratt Street through the 
SW Partnership, and that these neighborhoods will also be impacted by the casino and should be 
included within the planning boundaries. 
 
Brian LaForte from Pigtown urged the LDC to use the participatory budgeting process in the 
future. 
 
Betty Bland Thomas asked for more outreach for the monthly master plan meetings.  (Note: 
flyers announcing the meeting were available that evening for those present to take and 
distribute.) 
 
Michael Middleton from Cherry Hill, which has its own community master plan, endorsed the 
process of developing a long-term master plan that would inform priorities for future spending. 
 
Delegate Clippinger announced that the Economic and Community Development Subcommittee 
of the LDC would hold its next meeting on October 7 at 7 p.m. at STX. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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