
Baltimore Casino Local Development Council Meeting 
LDC Meeting Minutes: November 13, 2014 
6:30 PM Dept. of Planning, Baltimore, MD 

 

   (Continued) 

Attendance:  

LDC Members: Keisha Allen, James Alston, Hillary Chester (for Wayne Vance), Eric Costello, Alex Dixon 
(for Chad Barnhill), Sen. Bill Ferguson (Chair), Rev. Alvin Gwynn (Vice Chair), Sam Himmelrich, Corwin 
Jones, Amy Mutch, Richard Parker 

Quorum Present: Yes  

Absent: Chad Barnhill, Councilman Edward Reisinger, Bill Reuter, Wayne Vance 

Agency Representatives: Ethan Cohen, Vu Dang, Erik Dihle, Brent Flickinger, Samuel Hood, Lt. Col. 
Melissa Hyatt, Andrew Jaffee, Thomas Jeannetta, Charles Lattuca, Shannon Mace Heller, Ryan Patterson, 
Mary Sloat, Fran Spero, Tom Stosur, Patrick Terranova, Valentina Ukwuoma, Mark Wagner 

Public: Judd Anderson, Jason Botel, Charles Conner, Ben Hyman, Bill Marker, Mike Murphy, Dennis 
Plouff, Garrett Schiche 

Proceedings: 

1) Chair (Sen. Ferguson) called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2) Sen. Ferguson provided an overview of the agenda for the evening, starting with reports on 

information requested at prior meetings (October 9 and October 31), followed by public comment, 

then a presentation on the South Baltimore Gateway Master Plan, then a working session of Sub-

committees to review the FY’16 Draft Spending Plan.  

3) Minutes from the meeting on October 30, 2014, were approved (see Public Comment for addition).  

4) Reports: 

a) Lt. Col. Hyatt, Baltimore Police Department Area 1 Commander, provided a report on crime 
statistics and arrests in the Casino Mini-District. 

i) LDC members requested to receive a copy.  

ii) Pastor Gwynn requested to know the boundaries of the District. Ethan Cohen, Senior Project 
Coordinator in the Mayor’s Office for Economic and Neighborhood Development, remarked 
that copies of a map were distributed, showing the location of the casino footprint (“Inner 
Boundary”), Casino Mini District (“Outer Boundary”) and a “buffer zone.“ 

iii) Lt. Col. Hyatt clarified that statistics cover the “Outer Boundary” area only, which is the limit 
of the district. Amy Mutch and others requested to receive statistics for the buffer zone and 
the wider Southern District statistics in the future.  

b) Ethan Cohen reported on speaking with 311 representatives about tracking the incidence of 
complaints in the Casino Impact Area and that it would be possible to track City Service Requests 
(CSR’s) and non-emergency police reports in the Casino Impact Area using neighborhood 
boundaries. The Mayor’s Office will provide the list of neighborhoods to 311 for tracking.  

c) Sen. Ferguson reported that the LDC needs to fill an empty seat, vacated by Matt Tarry of 
VacPac, with a representative of a business or institution in the Casino Impact Area. 
Recommendations will be accepted and an application will be posted in January.  

d) Ethan Cohen and Alex Dixon of Horseshoe/Caesar’s reported that the casino management is 
working with the Baltimore Development Corporation to submit a report on the infrastructure 
improvements to be submitted for reimbursement under the Land Disposition Agreement (LDA). 
Caesar’s construction division is currently compiling final figures to be submitted to BDC, who 
will review these costs for eligibility and submit them to the LDC and to the City for review prior 
to the City authorizing payment. Alex Dixon described generally the area that was rebuilt: Russell 
and Warner Street between Haines and Alluvion Streets, and Bayard and Worcester Streets 
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between Russell and Warner Streets, and the types of improvements, including paving, lighting, 
curbing, sidewalks and subgrade utilities.  

5) Public Comment 

a) Bill Marker reiterated his request that his written comments submitted at the October 30 
meeting be included in the minutes for that meeting. Ethan Cohen responded this would be 
done on the LDC website.  

b) Jason Botel of Maryland CAN commented that it was his understanding that gaming revenue 
was supposed to benefit education and it was therefore disappointing that more Casino Impact 
Aid was not being dedicated to education. He did acknowledge a proposal in the FY’16 Spending 
Plan for $250,000 in Tier 2 funding for early childhood educational support. [Note of 
clarification: the State legislation authorizing gaming mandates that a percentage of revenues 
(2.99%) be dedicated to school construction. This amount will increase after the opening of the 
Prince George’s County casino with an additional 2.5% of table games being dedicated to school 
construction.] 

c) Mike Murphy, President of South Baltimore Neighborhood Association commented on the 
buffer zone presented in the map of the Baltimore Police Department’s Casino Mini District and 
urged that it be extended eastward into the residential neighborhoods of Sharp-Leadenhall and 
South Baltimore in order to track any displacement of criminal activity caused by increased 
coverage around the casino.  

6) Presentation by Department of Planning and Master Plan consultant McCormick Taylor 

a) Tom Stosur, Director, Department of Planning introduced Allysha Lorber, project manager for 
McCormick Taylor to present an update on the South Baltimore Gateway Master Plan.  

i) He noted that it is the City’s intention to hold a working session with the LDC on elements of 
the Plan in early January (tentatively to be scheduled the week of January 5-10). 

ii) Planning expects to receive a complete draft of the Master Plan in early December and 
provide it to the LDC for review and feedback prior to issuing it for public comment.  

b) Allysha Lorber delivered a presentation updating the LDC and public on the progress of the 
South Baltimore Gateway Master Plan, highlighting the plan’s structure, which is organized 
around nine (9) goals with strategies and action steps listed under each goal. The goals resulted 
from a review and comparison of the output of the working groups that had met over 2013-14 
and from recognition of common themes and areas of overlap among the groups’ findings. 

7) At 7:30PM, Sen. Ferguson adjourned the main part of the meeting for a work session by the LDC’s 
three Sub-committees and charged them with reviewing items in the FY’16 Draft Spending Plan 
relevant to each Sub-committee’s purview. The Project Coordinator would collect the results from 
each Sub-committee and compile them for review and subsequent discussion by the LDC as a whole. 

a) Sub-committees were provided with a set of worksheets for reviewing and commenting on the 
budget line items. Options for this preliminary review were “Approve,” “Disapprove,” “Modify” 
or “Request More Information” on the budget line items.  

b) Members of the public were welcome to stay and participate in these sessions (many did).  

c) Representatives of City agencies participated in discussions in the Sub-committees to which 
their projects were assigned and provided information and clarification regarding the funding 
proposals of their respective agencies.  

d) Results of the work session are recorded in the filled-in worksheets attached hereto. 

8) Sub-committees completed their discussion and adjourned at 8:30PM.  

 

Prepared by: Ethan Cohen, Office of the Mayor, (410) 545-3107, Ethan.Cohen@baltimorecity.gov 
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