
Baltimore Casino Local Development Council Meeting 
LDC Meeting Minutes: January 17, 2013 

6:30 PM Leadenhall Baptist Church, Baltimore, MD 
 
LDC Members:  
 
Present:  Bill Reuter, Keisha Allen, Corwin Jones, Rev. Gwynn, Sen. Ferguson, Del. Clippinger, 
Councilman Reisinger, Nina Nescio, James Alston, Samuel Himmelrich, Eric Costello, Matt Tary, Chad 
Barnhill, Justin Wilde 
 
Absent:  Wayne Vance, STX 
 
Quorum Present: Yes 
 
Others Present: Frank Murphy, Acting Director of Baltimore City Department of Transportation; Tom 
Stosur, Director of Baltimore City Planning; Renee Samuels, Special Assistant, Mayor’s Office;  Brent 
Flickinger; Planning 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Chair, Senator Bill Ferguson 
 
Role of LDC by Tom Stosur, Director, Baltimore City Department of Planning: 
 

• Key functions of the LDC, as spelled out in State law, are: serve as advisory body to the Mayor 
on expenditure of impact fees derived from Casino facility; Provide consultation on the 
transportation implications for the area; and give advice on the master plan for the site and the 
casino design as it moves forward.  
 

• The direct share from the  Baltimore casino will be considerably more than the funds generated 
for Pimlico, but the funding process will be similar.  . These funds are in the future as the casino 
is still going through final design. The money is City dollars and in the City budget. The scope 
of fund usage is broad, and covers the following categories: 

• infrastructure improvements, facilities, public safety, sanitation, and economic and community 
development, including housing, and other public services and improvements. . 

 
• The most important task for the LDC is prioritizing how funding can be spent in the future. 

 
Review of Operating Procedures presented by Brent Flickinger, Baltimore City Department of 
Planning: 
 

• The proposed operating procedures are based on those adopted by the earlier LDC.  Naming the 
LDC the “Baltimore Casino Local Development Council (BLDC)” designates this as a 
Baltimore organization. Anything in CAPS in the document (see attached) means that it is State 
law and cannot be changed. 

 
• The official address for the LDC is Baltimore City Hall, c/o Mayor’s Office, 100 Holliday St, 

Baltimore, MD 21202 



 
• Agencies that are relevant to the LDC process will assign  designees to assist the LDC.  These 

agencies, and the designees so far, include: Transportation, Frank Murphy; Housing, TK;  BDC- 
Kim Clark; Stadium Authority, Vernon Conaway; PABC  Etta Crafton  DPW Valentina 
Ukwuoma , Finance, Henry Raymond; Recreation and Parks, Bill Vondrasek; MDE, Rachelle 
Hanson; Schools, TK and Police, Lt. Samuel Hood and Major Dave Reitz from the Southern District  

 
• Del. Clippinger asked that the Fire Department also have designee as there are concerns related 

to traffic that impact their operations. 
 

• ACTION: Pastor Gwynn moved that the operating procedures as presented be approved.  The 
motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 

 
• Nominees for Vice Chair should be sent to Renee Samuels by Friday, January 24th.  A vote will 

be taken at the January 31st meeting.  
 
 
Committee Discussion presented by Senator Bill Ferguson:  
 

• Under LDC guidelines, each committee member must serve on a committee and the LDC Chair 
will name the chair of the committee. The following three committees were proposed:  

 
o Public Safety and Services 
o Transportation, Sanitation, and Infrastructure 
o Economic and Community Development 

 
• Each committee is responsible for fact finding, investigation, and bringing recommendations to 

the larger group.  Most committee work will take place between LDC meetings.  
 

• LDC members should submit their top three committee preferences to Renee Samuels by 
Wednesday, January 23.  

 
Status of Master Plan, presented by Tom Stosur, Director, Baltimore City Planning  
 

• There are three components for City approval process: 
 

o Finalization of Site Plan. Currently conducting a site plan review to make sure site functions 
well from a traffic standpoint.  

 
o Urban Design and Architectural Review. This process that is ongoing. Planning expects 

there will be another session of UDARP scheduled. This is an advisory body to Planning 
and the Planning Commission for the casino building and garage structure. 

 
o Critical Area and Environmental Review because it's within 1,000 feet of the Middle Branch 

where more stringent environmental measures are in place. Planning is working with 
Recreation and Parks and the Office of Sustainability. 

 
• The Casino team will do a full presentation of their plan at an upcoming meeting. 



 
• Most of the building is on sites that are already developed. On the construction side, demolition 

has begun. Construction is phased to keep Warner Street open as long as possible. Only one 
section of Warner St is proposed for closure. Construction staging will take place on Lot J, 
adjacent to the site. 

 
• There is no firm date for the next UDARP panel review. 

 
• The Committee requested a presentation from the BDC regarding the how the $6 Million in 

infrastructure improvements detailed in the RFP will be distributed.  
 
Transportation  Impact Study presented by Frank Murphy, Acting Director of Baltimore City 
Department of Transportation 
 

• The Transportation Impact Study is currently underway and expected to be completed in the 
next week. The study will look at an area ½ mile around the casino site. The proposed closure 
of Warner Street necessitated changes in traffic patterns in the area. The Worchester Street 
intersection must be reconfigured where a new signal will need to be installed.. 

 
• Councilman Reisinger recommended a public meeting just to address traffic concerns for the 

area. 
 

• A pedestrian count is not part of the study. There will be some estimates of what foot traffic will 
be, but it's just a forecast. The City has an idea of traffic counts because there are counts from 
other casinos. 

 
• LDC funds can be used for roads that are not directly related to the casino project including 

road improvements in the neighborhood. 
 
Public Comment / Other Business presented by Senator Bill Ferguson:   
 
  
Senator Ferguson stated that 15 minutes of each agenda will be provided for public comment. 

• Renee will bring contact list of LDC members for their contact information approval at the 
January 31 meeting. 

 
• Corwin Jones expressed concern of site management during construction and would like more 

information on safety  
 

• Bill Marker would like the city’s bicycle planner’s input on the transportation plan, stating that 
the Gwynns Falls Trail does not connect to the Greyhound Station. 

 
• The Environmental Impact Study will be reviewed at the January 31 meeting and emailed to 

LDC members prior to the meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Renee Samuels, Office of the Mayor 


